GAO Is Investigating Reports That Agencies Sent 
More Than 150 Foster Children to Guyana 


' Associated Press 

jti; congressional agency is investi- 
gating whether more than 150 foster 
children were placed in the Peoples 
Temple- before the commune’s mass 
murder-suicide in Guyana, Sen. Alan 
Cranston (D-Calif.) said yesterday. 

■ • Cranston, chairman of the Senate 
Human Resources subcommittee on 
child and human development, dis- 
closed the investigation at the start of 
■hearings by his panel on the abuse of 
children living in government-spon- 
sored and private institutions. 

'}, Cranston said the General Account- 


ing Office, an investigative arm of 
Congress, is complying with his re- 
quest to look into the placement of 
foster children in the Peoples Temple. 

The GAO is checking names on the 
list of the dead from Jonestown 
against county foster care records in 
California, he said. 

“If names turn up on both lists,” he 
said, “it means the llev. Jim Jones 
(Peoples Temple founder) may l.ave 
received hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in government child support 
and that some of these children died 
in the Jonestown tragedy.” 


Cranston said one such death al- 
ready has been verified. He did not 
identify the child. 



